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The narrow boat is a specific type of canal boat, built to fit into the narrow locks of the United Kingdom. The British 
canal system provided a nationwide transportation network during the Industrial Revolution. The first narrow boats were 
horse-drawn, with a crew member walking along the towpath. With the advent of railways, commercial canal traffic 
gradually declined, and the last regular long-distance transportation of goods by canal had virtually disappeared by 
1970. Currently, around 8,580 narrow boats are registered as "permanent residences" in the British waterway system, 
representing a growing alternative community living on semi-permanent moorings or continuously cruising.  

Most narrow boats are nominally 6 feet 10 inches (2.08 m) wide. The maximum length of a narrow boat is usually 72 feet 
(21.95 m), as anything longer would be unable to navigate much of the British canal network, given that the nominal 
maximum length of locks is 75 feet (22.86 m).  

The first canals to have locks of the now-standard size were those designed by James Brindley and approved by 
Parliament in 1766, including the Staffordshire and Worcestershire Canal and the Trent and Mersey Canal. Boatmen's 
families originally lived on the shore, but in the 1830s, when canals began to suffer from competition from the 
developing railway system, families (especially those with independent owners/captains) began to live on board, partly 
because they could no longer afford rent, partly to provide extra hands for harder, faster, and longer work on the boats, 
and partly to keep families together.  

Modern narrow boats are used for holidays, weekend breaks, and tourism, with the number of licensed boats (not all of 
which are narrow) on canals and rivers managed by the Canal & River Trust (CRT) estimated to be around 27,000 in 
2006; by 2019, this number had increased to 34,367. Most narrow boats are steered using a tiller at the stern.  

Our narrow boat was called Scotch Mist, measuring 19 meters in length. Over 12 days, the four of us traveled almost 220 
km on the Union and Forth & Clyde canals in Scotland, between Glasgow, Falkirk, and Edinburgh. Our cameras captured 
a vast array of wonderful, unrepeatable experiences, both on the canals and during visits to the two major Scottish 
cities, as well as when mooring in smaller marinas. Deciding what to select for further presentation is a bit of a 
challenge. For myself, I ultimately decided to stick with classic photography or ICM photography and bring the magical 
atmosphere and moments on the water closer through drawing and painting. 

 

 

 

 

 

SCOT-01 - na cestě po Forth & Clyde Canal do Glasgow. Kouzlo odlesků tvrdých konstrukcí na měkké vodní hladině. SCOT-02 - blížíme se na kotviště v Kirkintilloch. Okolní budovy v jemně zčeřené hladině od naší lodi vytvářejí kouzelné 
grafické odrazy.
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SCOT-03  - blížíme se na kotviště v Kirkintilloch. Okolní budovy v jemně zčeřené hladině od naší lodi vytvářejí kouzelné 
grafické odrazy.

SCOT-04 - kdesi mezi Falkirkem a Linlithgow. Stovky ICM záběrů, nemůžete zastavit, objevují se stále nové kombinace světla 
a stínů, další a další barvy...
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SCOT-06 - kdesi mezi Falkirkem a Linlithgow. Stovky ICM záběrů, nemůžete zastavit, objevují se stále nové kombinace světla 
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SCOT-07 - kdesi mezi Falkirkem a Linlithgow. Stovky ICM záběrů, nemůžete zastavit, objevují se stále nové kombinace světla 
a stínů, další a další barvy...

SCOT-08 - kdesi mezi Falkirkem a Linlithgow. Okolní krajina je převážně fádní, skoro nezajímavá - do té chvíle, než jí dáte 
kamerou pohyb. To se pak dějí zázraky.

SCOT-09 - zdymadla... Do Skotska jsem jel s tím, že se budu věnovat hlavně technice zdymadel, kotvišť a lodí obecně. Tedy 
do té doby, než mě jako obvykle strhla voda. Tak aspoň jeden vybraný záběr ze zdymasel na cestě z Glasgow do Falkirku.

SCOT-10 - Když nad kanálem vyjde prudké letní slunce - a že to nebylo ve Skotsku často - je potřeba si tu chvíli užít!
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Zdymadla, vděčný námět pro fotografy i malíře - kresba akvarelovými pastelkami, kombinováno s temperami a akrylovou 
lazurou
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